
Notes from the desk of Howard Parmentier, MAS Superintendent.  

 

Dear Parents & Families: 

Since the last school board meeting, I have received several calls pertaining to the wearing of masks. There have 

been several calls supporting the wearing masks and several not supporting the wearing masks. I have been 

speaking with Luce, Mackinac, Alger, Schoolcraft District Health Department (LMAS) throughout this pandemic. 

Currently, LMAS has determined that masks are not mandatory and therefore this is the reason for my 

recommendation to not currently make masks mandatory to the Board of Education. Please understand that 

Manistique Area Schools are here to educate our students and to keep them safe. We take our medical obligations 

seriously and take the guidance from LMAS as they are the medical professionals. If LMAS determines that masks 

are mandatory, at that time, with board approval, we will again follow their guidance.   

As masks are currently recommended (not required) for everyone, please make sure you send your child with a 

mask if that is your wish.   

Below is a summary of what of was approved by our board of education to begin this school year during our 

August meeting: 

• Facial coverings (masks) will be optional for staff and students.  While it is recommended by the CDC and 
MDHHS that all staff and students continue to wear a mask while in school regardless of vaccination 
status, the decision will be left to families to decide what is best for their child(ren).  Current federal 
regulations require a mask on public transportation, including school buses.  While there was some 
discussion from parents, grandparents, and community members about this federal guideline, I wanted 
to remind everyone that if we don’t follow this mandate, we would risk the loss of the federal funds 
that provide breakfast and lunch to all our students. 

• COVID vaccinations will continue to be a personal choice.  No staff or student will be required to receive a 

COVID vaccination to attend school.  We will continue to share information on any local vaccination 

clinics, should they become available, for those that may be interested.  All other school-required 

vaccines remain mandatory unless there is a signed waiver on file from the health department.  These 

vaccines can be found at the following link:  Vaccines Required for Schools in Michigan 

• Daily health screenings will not be required, but we strongly encourage all families to screen their children 

for symptoms of illness each morning before sending them to school.  Any child who does not feel well 

in school or that displays symptoms of illness will be isolated until a parent can come to pick them up 

and that child will not be allowed to return to school until they are symptom free. 

• We will be following the MHSAA guidelines and not require participating athletes, or any other extra-
curricular activities to test for COVID on a weekly or regular basis but do hope to be able to offer 
testing to any family that would like their symptomatic child to be tested.  We will provide more 
specifics on any available testing once we have more information. 

• We will continue to report any positive or probable cases of COVID to the LMAS Health Department, as 

required.  The health department will be responsible for any quarantines, and our district will assist 

with any required contact tracing.  While it is our hope to limit any isolation or quarantine 

requirements, we will follow all mandates from the health department to limit the spread of the virus 

in this area. 



• We will continue with many of our upgraded cleaning protocols, hand washing and sanitizing stations, and 

improved air flow strategies to keep our buildings, staff, and students as safe as possible.  We will 

encourage our staff to utilize our outdoor learning environments and opportunities when the weather 

cooperates. 

• We will assume that all students will be returning for full-time face-to-face instruction unless we have 

received communication otherwise.  At this time Manistique Area Schools will not be offering a virtual 

option.  

The first day for students will be Wednesday, September 1 with the last day set for June 3, 2022.  We hope to see 

everyone at our district-wide open houses on August 30th.  Thank you for your patience and support as we prepare 

for another school year!  We are looking forward to our kids returning to school and experiencing a much more 

“normal” environment in 2021-22! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Howard Parmentier 

 


